Early Middle College May 13, 2022
Would You Like Fries With That
Scholarship

Many students apply for scholarships to help ease the
cost and anxiety caused by funding their college
education. Nathaniel Borling is one of the many
students who take hours trying to find scholarships, fill
out applications, get letters of recommendation, and
write essays. Then the waiting game begins.
Students who are lucky enough to earn a scholarship
are usually notified either through their school, email,
or a letter in the mail. However, this was not the case
for Nathaniel. As you can see by the photos above, he
works as a cashier at Chick-fil-A in Kalamazoo.
During one of his shifts, a customer placed his order in
the drive-through and pulled up to pay. As he did, he
asked if the cashier was Nathaniel. Surprised by the
questions, Nathanial stated, "yes." Then the driver
said, " I have this check for you; you just won a $1,000
scholarship!" Nathaniel was shocked and astounded!

He intends to use the scholarship towards an
undergraduate degree in business. Then he plans to
continue his education and earn a master's degree in
library sciences. Nathaniel's dream is to become an
academic librarian on a college campus. When asked
why he chose this career, he said, "I am a strong
believer in duty and tradition, and I believe many
aspects of the past should be admired and preserved. I
love history and reading books, especially how they
can transport you to different worlds or times. History
repeats itself; we have books to prove this and teach us
to learn from past experiences. I want to take part in
preserving libraries and still meet the informational
needs of our changing society."

Pinning Ceremony for ECAC Graduates

Each year at the end of the Spring
semester, the 13th-year students
come together to celebrate their
accomplishments during our
Pinning Ceremony. This year's
ceremony was held at Allegan
High School's Performing Arts
Center. We are proud to
announce that 35 students from 7
area high schools in Allegan
County were honored with a
certificate of completion and an
ECAC pin.
Twenty- four of these students
also received a medal for
completing the Michigan Early

Middle College Association
requirement. To receive the
MEMCA award, students had to
obtain a combination of career
research and development, and
community service hours totaling
70 hours over their five years of
high school. This is also a state
recognized credential.
Dr. Maya Hernandez, Lake
Michigan College Psychology
instructor, wrote the evening
keynote address which spoke
about grit, determination, and not
giving up on your dream.
Unfortunately, Dr. Hernandez was
unable to deliver her speech in
person, so ECAC student

Brianna Weaver from Plainwell
High School spoke on her behalf.
We also had two student
representatives, Aiden Hopkins
and Jocelyn Sallee, both from
Otsego High School, speak to the
audience regarding their time
spent in the Early College
program.
It is truly a great honor to see how
these students have grown and
matured over the last three years.
The LMC and ECAC staff wish
them all the best as the continue
to purse their college and career
goals.

Class of 2022 Graduates

Time sure does fly. It is difficult to
believe just 3 short years ago the
5th Cohort were just beginning
their journey in the Early College
program. Sadly, their time with us
has ended. Hopefully, they will
take what they have learned from
their experience here and apply it
to their next adventure.
When students begin our
program, there is a lot of anxiety,
self-doubt, and fear of the
unknown. Many do not know

what career pathway they would
like to pursue or even where to
begin. Now, having lived threw a
pandemic, we are asking each
other for grace, kindness, and
understanding as we try and
navigate the new waters.
We are very proud to say all of
our thirty-five students earned
their Associate of Arts from Lake
Michigan College.

. Twenty-three will pursue their
bachelor's degree while twelve
will enter continue in the
workforce. These students have
shown so much grit and maturity
over the last 3 years, and are
ready to fly the " Red Hawk"
coop. Please take this heartfelt
wish of continued success from
the ECAC staff and LMC
instructors.

International Relations Eboli Project

Thirteenth-year students in their International Relations class were given the following assignment. An Ebola
pandemic has broken out worldwide, and over 20% of the world’s inhabitants have succumbed to the disease. As a
representative nation to the UN’s General Assembly, you are charged to present a solution to the global problem that
can be implemented by the nations of the world, taking into consideration quarantine facilities, a binding agreement
between nations and the World Health Organization, terrorist threats, human rights, environmental degradation, and
financial considerations.
Since international travel has been largely nonexistent since the outbreak of the pandemic and social distancing has
been the order of the day, the only way that nations can present solutions to this global catastrophe is through the
creation of videos that will be sent to the UN Secretary-General Gustafson, which will be taken under consideration
and then presented to the General Assembly. The future of the world depends on you. No pressure!”
With these instructions, students in International Relations are given the task of working collaboratively in groups to
solve a global crisis while considering international law and organization, human rights, and transnational challenges.
Then each group had to present their video to the class and successfully defend its proposed solution before a mock
UN General Assembly. Some of the groups represented were North Korea, Canada, the United Kingdom, Atlantis, and
Texasopolis. This was a great way to be creative, learn and have fun.

Class of 2023

It seems lately one can not turn the T.V. on or read the paper without hearing or reading about social
injustice. Students in our Principles of Sociology class were able to take this semester to see why people
behave the way they do and to understand everyone has an impact on society's culture, concepts, and
rules. Students were tasked with many different assignments, from interviewing someone who works for a
nonprofit, doing three hours of community service, and then writing a paper on each of their experiences in
addition to their regular assignments and tests. The students pictured above volunteered at the 2022 ECAC
Pinning Ceremony for their community service project.
What did they take away from this semester? How had this class prepared them for their future? One
student stated, "This class showed me the importance of having uncomfortable conversations with other
people to learn and share our views. Another said, " It has helped me be a leader and not be afraid to
speak up when I see injustices. A third said, "I learned that everything has a reason behind it even when
you can not see it." Lastly, "it has opened my eyes to be more open-minded. while it does not mean I am
willing to give up my beliefs, I do see more than I would have if I did not take this class.
In the end, most students were enlightened by this fact, what I do has an impact on those around
me. Something small starts something big. A single act of kindness can cause a large change in the world
under the right circumstances.

Class of 2024

Students in Dr. Patti Youngs’ English 102 classes have been working for several weeks on a group project to
further develop their professional writing, communication, research, interview, critical thinking, and
presentation skills. The assignment requires students to create a school / community proposal related to
pressing and prevalent issues. In developing their proposals, students were asked to consider the attitudes,
perceptions, and experiences of residents in their community and how they impact the sociological and
cultural landscape.
As a vital part of collecting data, each group met informally with students from Professor McNitt’s Sociology
101 classes to gain insight into issues that impact them. Similarly, students from Professor Cerny’s English 102
classes shared their perspectives with the groups. Groups also interviewed several community “informants”
to gather information and better understand their perceptions on what they feel are important issues in
their communities. These informants included teachers, principals, district superintendents, mental health
professionals, and other community members. Based on the data collected from the interviews, groups
composed a formal proposal that explains the significance of the issue as well as recommendations on
how the issue can be addressed. Groups will present their proposals via power point as well as distribute
printed copies to those interested in a more detailed explanation.
This project is intended to encourage students to think more deliberately about their roles as writers in an
academic and sociological context; to give “voice” to
social concerns; and to engage in reflective and respectful civil discourse in addressing potentially
controversial issues. Similarly, learning how to write professionally, engage in collaboration with a diverse
group of peers, conduct scholarly research, and apply reasoning to diverse issues helps to foster key
academic skills and behaviors deemed essential to students’ continued engagement and success in early

college.

Summer Success Class for 8th Cohort

We want to take this time and welcome our new
cohort to the Early College program. Part of
orientation for the class of 2025 will be a
mandatory 4-day summer program beginning on
Monday, June 21, from 8:30 am to 3 pm. In
addition, there will be one more day required on
Thursday, July 21. On this day, we will take a
tour of Lake Michigan College in Benton Harbor,
Michigan. This is a time for our Cohort to bond
with one another, make new friends and learn
how to help one another throughout the next
three years. In addition, students will get the
chance to meet with their mentors over team
bonding at the Allegan Event Rope Course at the
end of the week.

During this time, students will learn to navigate
Canvas, LMC's main form of communication for
classes and campus information. Moreover, they
will learn what it takes to become a successful
college student through time management,
communication, and study skills. Finally, they will
dive into career readiness with Yousceince. This
program allows students to understand the
difference between their natural abilities and their
interests and use both to help them find a career
pathway.

LMC Fall President's and Dean's List
Please click on the link below to see the names of students who made the President and Dean lists for the
2021 Fall Fall Semester Honors. They deserve to be celebrated! Managing college, high school, jobs,
extra-curricular activities, and family responsibilities is a challenge and these students made it work

Important Dates
Tuesday, June 21-Friday, June 24 Summer Success Class of 2025
Thursday, July 21-Summer Success LMC visit and Beach Field Trip
Book pick up week of August 29th
Tuesday, September 6, Fall semester begins
See Draft of Academic Calendar for 2022-2023
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